perpetrators could pull their triggers and murder men, women, and children? Or, was the promise of alcohol an incentive to kill? Similarly, did alcohol serve as a mechanism for relief of stress, or as a means for social bonding among the killers? The answers to these and other questions offer insights not only into the use of alcohol by perpetrators during the Holocaust, but also into the role of alcohol in the conduct of other atrocities.
Alcohol and Atrocity
The presence of alcohol or drugs has been noted in numerous instances of atrocity throughout history. One of the most notorious examples of mass murder in the American West, for example, occurred at Sand Creek on November 29, 1864, when a group of Colorado Volunteers, many of them fueled by whiskey, initiated an unprovoked attack on a settlement of Cheyenne Indians. The men butchered 105 women and children and 28 men. The massacre included an orgy of sexual mutilations, scalping, and the taking of body parts as trophies. 2 In a more recent example, a French officer alleged that Algerian rebels had used alcohol and smoked kif (a cannabis by-product) prior to the massacre of a group of pied-noir ( people of European descent born in Africa) workers and their families at El Halia in August 1955. That attack included the mutilation of the bodies of women and children. 3 Likewise, the oral histories of US servicemen in Vietnam not only highlight alcohol and drug use, but also provide examples of the influence of both in specific acts of atrocity. 4 With respect to the role of alcohol in the prosecution of genocide, Jean Hatzfeld's Machete Season provides key evidence. In examining the motivations and actions of the Hutu perpetrators of the Rwandan genocide, Hatzfield found that alcohol-in the form of beer and urwagwa (banana beer)-performed a number of functions: it created "selective disinhibition" (the undermining of self-control as a result of drug or alcohol use, or in particular social settings) around violence, promoted social bonding among perpetrators, and provided a coping mechanism for them in the aftermath of atrocity. 5 Additionally, cabarets (local bars) served as the sites for planning, organizing, and celebrating the violence against Tutsis and moderate Hutus. One perpetrator observed: "[The killers] went around together. You saw that they shared and shared alike with field work and drink at the cabaret. During the genocide I know that gang went out cutting from the first day to the last." 6 At least for these men, both the killing field and the bar were sites for group socialization, and, in the case of the latter, the consumption of alcohol was itself a ritualistic form of bonding. One Hutu killer remarked on the end-of-day post-killing ritual: "The men sang, everyone drank. . . . It was noisier than weddings, it was drunken reveling each day." 7
Alcohol and Violence
In one important respect, the use of alcohol to facilitate mass atrocity is not surprising: the connection between the abuse of alcohol and drugs and the frequency of violent crime is well established. Several studies from the field of criminology have highlighted the close relationship between violent crime-particularly murder-and substance abuse. One study from 1956 found that in the United States, alcohol was a factor in more than 60 percent of criminal homicides. 8 The close correlation between alcohol consumption and murder is not limited to the American context: one comparative analysis found that for the period 1959-1998, "the role of alcohol in homicide seems to be larger in Russia than in the United States" with an astounding 73 percent of homicides in the former attributed to alcohol. 9 A study focused on the Udmurt Republic in western Russia found that 84 percent of those convicted of homicide between 1989 and 1991 had been intoxicated at the time of the crime. The study also identified a clear connection between alcohol, sexual violence, and murder: "Murders committed by men against women often involved sexual violence in addition to the presence of alcohol." 10 A study of homicide in western Uganda found that alcohol appeared in almost 40 percent of cases. The author of the study contends, moreover, that since there is no practice of testing suspects "immediately after crime is committed," that figure is artificially low. 11 Without doubt, both alcohol consumption and violence were manifest in the killing fields of Eastern Europe-even if the SS and police portrayed their members as stone-cold killers rather than drunken murderers.
Alcohol, Germany, and SS "Virtues" Despite Adolf Hitler's personal aversion to alcohol and the state-sponsored campaign aimed at addressing the "drinking question" (Getränkefrage), the Nazi Party's ascent to power in 1933 coincided with a significant rise in alcohol consumption. 12 In a country in which beer has long been described as "liquid bread," efforts to control alcohol consumption within the Volksgemeinschaft ( people's community) faced a stiff challenge. 13 Between 1933 and the onset of war in September 1939, the consumption of beer increased by 25 percent, wine consumption almost doubled, and the consumption of champagne increased by 500 percent. 14 As we might expect, the overall increase was accompanied by a rise in the number of alcoholics, with the total reaching an estimated 300,000 in 1938. 15 In Nazi Germany, the consequence of being labeled an alcoholic was imprisonment or worse: the Law for the Prevention of Hereditarily Diseased Progeny, introduced in July 1933, included a provision for the forced sterilization of "chronic alcoholics." 16 In one sample of applications submitted by prison officials in the state of Bavaria, 53 of 301 inmates (18 percent) were selected for sterilization solely on the basis of a diagnosis of alcoholism.
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While Nazi healthcare authorities waged their own war on alcohol consumption and tobacco use within Germany society as a whole, Reich Leader of the SS and Chief of the German Police Heinrich Himmler addressed the role of alcohol within the black and green legions of the SS and the police. For Himmler, alcohol-especially beer-was to be used not as an inebriant, but rather as a means for social bonding; the Kneipe (bar) was a place for camaraderie rather than debauchery. 18 It is worth noting in this context that upon his induction in 1923 into a nationalist student fraternity, a group known for its hard drinking, Himmler was able to consume only two tankards of beer at one sitting. His fraternity brothers eventually granted him a "beer dispensation" based on his low tolerance for alcohol. 19 Himmler's personal attitude toward alcohol consumption found clear expression in his well-known October 4, 1943 "Posen speech" to SS and police leaders. In a speech of more than 100 typescript pages, Himmler addressed the entire scope of the involvement of the SS and the police in the war effort, including the "Final Solution." The Reich Leader identified "abstinence from alcohol" (Alkohol vermeiden) as one of the nine "virtues of the SS man," and threatened to double punishments for men convicted of crimes committed while under the influence. He warned that in addition to the hundreds of thousands of combat losses, the SS could not afford to lose men to the vice of drunkenness.
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Alcohol as a Reward Over the course of the war, normal commercial production of alcoholic beverages in Germany decreased, resulting in a dramatic rise in black market trading-especially of cognac, schnapps, and wine. 21 In this situation, German occupation forces in both Eastern and Western Europe were uniquely positioned to take advantage of their access to alcohol. They could either purchase alcoholic beverages (at greatly reduced rates) or simply confiscate them from stores in the occupied territories and send or carry them home to Germany. 22 Increasingly, German officials used alcohol as an incentive and a reward for superior achievement. Joseph Goebbels, the Reich Minister for Public Enlightenment and Propaganda, proposed that liquor supplies be used "as a reward for outstanding performance in the factories." Ultimately, however, the Wehrmacht, the SS, and the police were the primary beneficiaries of the Reich's limited stock, as evidenced by Goebbels's order for the diversion of 150,000 bottles of schnapps to soldiers at the front.
If the members of the Wehrmacht benefited from this policy, it should not be surprising that testimonies by former SS-and policemen are replete with references to special rations of alcohol used as incentives for participation in killing actions. 24 The disbursement of "special rations" became a ubiquitous element in the process of annihilation. In one case, an SS doctor "prescribed" such rations for "medicinal" purposes (ärtzlich befürwortet) for three SS camp personnel at Buchenwald after the men had participated in the "unloading of corpses" (Bergung der Leichen) from a transport arriving from Auschwitz. 25 Mass Murder and Fellowship Evenings Despite Himmler's admonition against the abuse of alcohol, he supported the distribution of special alcohol rations for SS and police forces in the East for the purpose of promoting social bonding. In fact, the precedent for "fellowship evenings" among SS members had been set as early as 1938, when the SS headquarters staff at Buchenwald gathered monthly for "eating and drinking sprees." 26 The practice was instituted in the police battalions in the summer of 1941 during the invasion of the Soviet Union. 27 In Richard Breitman's assessment, such evenings, which consisted of "a good meal, good beverages, and music" were intended to "take the men to the beautiful realm of German spirit and inner life." 28 Not coincidentally, these gettogethers often took place in the wake of mass executions-a fact reflected in Himmler's comment that such "celebrations" helped to prevent these "difficult duties" from "harming the mind and character" of the participants. 29 In fact, these fellowship evenings were intended specifically to help "wipe away" (verwischen) the effects of daily duties associated with mass murder. 30 Despite Himmler's intent, in reality such fellowship evenings, and the ready availability of alcohol, often resulted in binge drinking and additional acts of atrocity by those under the influence. For example, members of the 1 st Company of Police Battalion (PB) 61, tasked with guard duty at the Warsaw Ghetto, often followed nighttime drinking binges in the unit's Kneipe by venturing into the ghetto to murder Jews. The bar itself was "decorated" with antisemitic wall murals, and the front door served as a tally board with notches for each of the unit's victims. 31 In another case, on the evening of April 28, 1942 Gestapo official Heinrich Hamann and his Security Police comrades in the Polish town of Neu-Sandez (Nowy Sącz), were celebrating the mass execution of 300 alleged "Jewish Communists"; an intoxicated Hamann, together with a group of policemen and local Nazi officials, decided to enter the town's ghetto to continue their killing spree. This decision resulted in the murder of at least twenty Jews, including women and children, as well as the unintentional killing during the rampage of Hamann's second-in-command. 32 In a final example, a female Jewish survivor of the Międzyrzec Ghetto recalled that drunken Gestapo men came into the ghetto on New Year's Eve, 1942. She testified that "[the Gestapo men] invaded the ghetto and embarked upon a so-called 'killing spree' (Gaudi). They went from house to house shooting people as they lay in their beds. These Gestapo men killed lots of people 'as a sport.'" 33 
Alcohol as Facilitator of Atrocity
The nighttime killing sprees in ghettos point to several issues related to the use of alcohol in the East. First, in keeping with the earlier discussion of the correlation between alcohol consumption and homicide, drinking in these cases acted as a catalyst to violence and sexual predation. Second, the use of alcohol for "celebrations" is another recurrent theme in the study of atrocity in the occupied territories. Here, drinking was not only a key element in the celebration of organized murder, but was also associated with traditional holiday celebrations that subsequently devolved into additional, spontaneous acts of violence. Finally, the question of when alcohol should be provided and consumed-before, during, or after mass killings-was an important one from the point of view of the perpetrators as it directly influenced the "efficiency" of these operations.
As the accidental shooting of Hamann's subordinate underlines, intoxicated, armed men posed a danger to their comrades and themselves. For obvious reasons accidental killings were not normally reported, yet they appear to have been a relatively common occurrence. On New Year's Eve 1940, the men of PB 101 became intoxicated and decided to kill a Pole, but accidently shot an ethnic German instead. The policemen successfully covered up their mistake by exchanging the victim's identity card with that of a Pole. 34 Likewise, a member of an SS mounted unit became so drunk that he mistakenly killed a Polish woman on the street at night, apparently believing that he was in the ghetto and that the woman was a Jew who had violated the curfew. 35 Even when killings were intended, killers who were drunk sometimes only wounded their victims, leaving them to suffer a slow and agonizing death-a point reflected in part by the testimony of witnesses in Ukraine who recalled that the mass graves continued to "move" for days after executions. 36 Despite Himmler's guidance that alcohol was to be consumed after killing operations were completed, it appears that the decision about when to provide the "special rations" was left to the discretion of the individual commanders. Returning to the issue of the role of alcohol in promoting selective disinhibition, we find numerous documented cases in which perpetrators became more violent after drinking. 37 For example, Erich Mehr, commander of 1 st Company of PB 61, took noticeable pleasure in killing Jews. One of his subordinates described Mehr as behaving like "an animal" when he was drunk. 38 Another example of the correlation between intoxication and brutality can be seen in the actions of First Lieutenant Fritz Glück, a Wehrmacht company commander. Glück's men described him as a "Jew-hater," a "fanatic National Socialist," and a habitual drunk. One soldier in his unit recalled an incident during which an inebriated Glück "dragged two Jews out of a house and shot them." Another testified that "not a day went by that he [Glück] didn't stagger around the kaserne [military base] courtyard in a very drunken state, firing wildly with his pistol." 39 The effect of alcohol in escalating violent behavior was also evident in the actions of German auxiliaries in the East. Semion Serafimowicz, the head of a Belorussian auxiliary police detachment that was routinely involved in the murder of Jews, was known to be dramatically affected by alcohol. Oswald Rufeisen, a Polish Jew who hid his identity and served as the unit's translator, called Serafimowicz "uneducated" but "intelligent." He noted, however, that when he drank, "[Serafimowicz] became cruel and unmanageable." Rufeisen also described a German gendarme, Karl Schultz, as an alcoholic and "a beast in the form of a man," whose drinking "merely increased his cruelty." 40 In another example, a member of PB 322 testified after the war about the actions of Ukrainian auxiliaries during a mass killing. According to the former policeman, almost all of the Ukrainian killers were drunk as they executed men, women, and children. He recalled that drunken auxiliaries grabbed infants and toddlers by the legs and tossed them into the air before shooting them down like "clay pigeons."
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The question remains as to whether the primary role of alcohol was to provide an incentive to murder or to desensitize the murderers to their actions. Drinking may also have served the men as a post-hoc mechanism for dealing with the psychological impact of their own actions. Many Einsatzgruppen members used alcohol both as a means for preparing for mass murder and as a way of dealing with their role in it. Prior to their deployment in the invasion of Poland in September 1939, personnel from Einsatzgruppe II spent their evenings "for the most part drinking, listening to the radio, or going to the movies together." 42 Later, during the invasion of the Soviet Union, SS officer Werner Schönemann of Einsatzkommando 8 remarked to a subordinate as they were on their way to a killing site: "We have to carry out this unhappy task, shooting all the way to the Urals. As you can imagine, it's not pretty and one can bear it only with alcohol." 43 The execution of children appears to have been a threshold that some perpetrators could cross only with the assistance of alcohol. At the site of the mass execution in August 1941 at Kamenets-Podolsk, for instance, individual shooters who experienced reservations about shooting children were periodically excused to take a break and drink schnapps before returning to the firing line. 44 Einsatzgruppen members' intimate, daily involvement in executions led some to seek respite in the bottle. Franz-Josef Thormann, an officer in Sonderkommando 7a, described his reaction to a mass killing operation: "[I saw] the bloody mass [of bodies] moving in the ditch and I turned round, with my stomach heaving. I eventually drank a lot of schnapps. There was a lot of schnapps in Klintsy after the executions." 45 Similarly, SS lieutenant colonel Eduard Strauch of Einsatzgruppe A was described by his superior in a formal evaluation as "impulsive and explosive"-negative characteristics that the evaluator attributed to a "constant and growing use of alcohol" and its "extreme impact on [Strauch's] personality." 46 Finally, SS-Colonel Paul Blobel, a man described "as a most 'efficient killer of Jews' as well as a 'drunk and a monster,' " routinely abused alcohol in the wake of mass killings, apparently to lessen his feelings of guilt and "to find some way to cope" with his actions. 47 Members of the SS were not the only ones to reach for the bottle; former members of PB 61, for example, revealed in postwar testimony that they were provided with rations of schnapps prior to executions, apparently to steel them for the task at hand. 48 The use of alcohol to overcome the murderers' inhibitions extended to some local auxiliaries as well. A Lithuanian Jewish survivor recalled a postwar confrontation with a former employee who had joined a Lithuanian auxiliary police unit and who admitted to having participated in mass executions of Jews. When the survivor asked his former employee why he had killed the Jews, the former Lithuanian policeman responded that the Germans had given the men "so much Schnapps to drink [before the executions] that he didn't know what he was doing." 49 Another Lithuanian former auxiliary, Kazimierz Sakowicz, wrote in his diary that he found refuge in the bottle after participating in his first execution-the murder of seventeen women, including three young girls.
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Alcohol and Local Auxiliaries Because of a chronic manpower shortage throughout the occupied East, the Germans had to rely heavily on local auxiliaries in consolidating their control. 51 Made up for the most part of volunteers and former members of the police and the military, these Schutzmannschaften were organized into companies and battalions, with small detachments assigned to duty in the countryside and in cities. 52 At the end of 1941, the total number of auxiliaries serving under German command was 45,000; a year later, the number had ballooned to almost 300,000, including 100,000 Ukrainians. This increase coincided with a wave of mass executions of Jews, as well as with a significant increase in partisan activities. 53 Most of the auxiliaries came from social backgrounds in which antisemitism was common-a cultural tendency that the Germans attempted to leverage through ideological instruction and the promise of material benefits including liquor.
54
The auxiliaries were known for their group drinking binges, but their excessive consumption of alcohol and high rates of alcoholism reflected a social trend in Russia, the Ukraine, and eastern Poland that predated the German invasion. In Nechama Tec's assessment, Belorussian auxiliary policemen viewed "heavy drinking" as a custom-as "natural, something they had always done, like eating and sleeping." 55 Despite the Germans' threats of severe punishment, many Belorussians viewed the process of home-brewing vodka as "easier than making bread." In the Ukraine at least, the practice of home-brewing appears to have become more widespread after 1941, with one observer noting that as a result "even girls learned to drink." By late 1942, German officials were complaining about the Ukrainians' "very poor work ethic" and the steep rise in alcoholism. 56 The widespread abuse of alcohol among the auxiliaries in the East played a variety of roles in the murder of the Jews, one of which was to provide the perpetrators with easy access to their victims' personal items. 57 In numerous documented instances, auxiliaries traded with local inhabitants: plundered goods, including items of clothing, for alcohol. 58 Germans, too, traded plundered goods for alcohol. One German policeman testified to his platoon's practice of purchasing beer with money taken from the victims. 59 From Berlin's perspective, the proceeds of the plunder were intended for the Reich: in an order dated March 18, 1942 and distributed to the SS and police, Himmler warned against withholding "even the smallest amount." 60 In fact, during his speech to SS and police leaders in Posen in October 1943, Himmler threatened to impose death sentences on anyone within the SS found guilty of keeping "even one Mark." In emphasizing the significance of this warning, he referred to a Jewish stereotype and mass murder in the same sentence: "As we exterminate a bacillus, we don't want, in the end, to become sick and to perish from that same bacillus." 61 Despite Himmler's threats of draconian punishments, efforts to stop the SS, the police, and local auxiliaries from robbing their victims proved illusory. Whether obtained through plunder or as "special rations," alcohol was routinely available to perpetrators at killing sites; stories of intoxicated shooters are commonplace. One witness to mass killings in the Ponary Forest recorded a day-long massacre that claimed the lives of more than 4,000 people. In a diary entry dated September 2, 1941, the witness wrote: "Eighty Shaulists [Lithuanian auxiliaries] did the shooting. . . . They shot while they were drunk. Before shooting they tortured men and women horribly." 62 In this case, the killers continued their drunken revelry into the next day. Another indication of the ubiquity of alcohol among the killers can be found in the testimony of men from PB 101, who described the participation of Ukrainian auxiliaries in a mass deportation of Jews from the town of Parczew to Treblinka in August 1942. According to these policemen, the event involved "little shooting," and the auxiliaries did not display their "usual drunkenness and brutality." 63 This restraint proved short-lived, however; later that month in another ghetto-clearing operation, an intoxicated SS security policeman supervised a group of drunken Ukrainian auxiliaries who "shot so often and so wildly that the [German] policemen frequently had to take cover to avoid being hit." Still, the drunken state of the auxiliaries did not prevent them from murdering almost a thousand of the town's Jews as they led them to the train station, or from deporting the remaining 10,000 victims to Treblinka.
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Alcohol and the Camps Alcohol played a prominent role in violence within concentration and death camps as well. In his history of the camps, Eugen Kogon, a former political prisoner at Buchenwald, repeatedly refers to the availability of alcohol to SS personnel. He describes incidents during which drunken SS men conducted "nocturnal invasions" into the camp for the purpose of tormenting prisoners. He recalls that, in another case, "drunken SS sergeants" incited guard dogs to attack prisoners on a work detail during the May Day holiday in 1943. 65 In his study of a Jewish Kapo in Auschwitz, Tuvia
Friling described the actions of SS Sergeant Wilhelm Kowol, the commander of the Jawischowitz sub-camp: Kowol "liked to get drunk in his office and then go out to shoot [ prisoners] indiscriminately." 66 Indeed, at both Auschwitz and Treblinka "unlimited quantities of liquor" were made available to SS-men during mass executions. One Jewish survivor of Treblinka recalled seeing "SS-men who held a pistol or truncheon in one hand, [and a] whiskey bottle in the other." 67 At Sachsenhausen, SS camp personnel designed a "neck shooting apparatus," a hidden method for executing unsuspecting prisoners: victims were shot using a gun hidden in what they were led to believe was a device for measuring their height. After two weeks of successful testing on unsuspecting prisoners, the designers demonstrated their device to inspector of concentration camps Richard Glücks and his staff, "who toasted their murderous invention with alcohol." 68 At Majdanek, SS camp personnel "celebrated" the murder of 8,000 men, women, and children on November 3, 1943 with a "wild party" and large quantities of vodka; some killers "did not even bother to wash off the blood from their boots before they reached for the bottle." 69 Murder Banquets? More than simply alcohol-fueled killing orgies, massacres of Jews in the East often involved ritualistic festive elements. In these cases, the use of alcohol served a celebratory function among the murderers. Hanna Senikova, a Ukrainian witness to a mass execution conducted by German SS-and policemen, recalled that the Germans had ordered a banquet to accompany the execution. Senikova observed: "They wanted to eat nothing but large pieces of meat. . . . Then some of them shot the Jews while others ate and drank. Then, those who had eaten went to shoot the Jews again while those who had been shooting them before came to eat." She continued: "They were drinking, singing. They were drunk. They were shooting at the same time. One could see little arms and legs coming out of the pit." 70 In a similarly surreal example, Wilhelm Westerheide, a regional commissar in the occupied Ukraine, participated in one massacre of an estimated 15,000 Jews over a period of two weeks; during the shootings, Westerheide and his accomplices "caroused at a banquet table with a few German women . . . drinking and eating amid the bloodshed"; music played in the background. 71 Celebratory banquets sometimes took place after killing actions were completed, as in the case of the infamous massacre at Babi Yar near Kiev in 1941. Members of PB 303 not only received extra alcohol rations for their participation in the murder of almost 34,000 Jews in the killing operation of September 29 and 30, but also were invited to a banquet sponsored by Higher SS and Police Leader Friedrich Jeckeln. During his speech at the event, Jeckeln referred to the "necessity of executing the Jews." 72 Similarly, the liquidation of the Mir ghetto in 1942-a killing operation carried out jointly by German gendarmes and Belorussian auxiliary policemen-was followed by a banquet that included "excellent food, vodka, and a variety of wines."
The alcohol "led to a more relaxed mood and [to] lively conversations"; one German policeman "became very talkative, very gay." 73 With respect to German gendarmes stationed in the Belorussian countryside, Oswald Rufeisen commented: "Heavy drinking was one of their favorite pastimes." He continued: "Most frequently such drinking took place after work, especially after executions of Jews." 74 In another grotesque example, a police official tapped a keg of beer as he was supervising the burning of some 800 Jewish corpses. As a reward for his leading role in the murders, this policeman was given the "honor" of setting fire to the bodies. When the fire department arrived to investigate the blaze, he sent them away, stating: "It's only the Jews burning." 75 This grisly cremation celebration was not an isolated incident. A Gestapo agent who participated in a killing operation in Przemyśl recalled the smell of the burning flesh as he and his colleagues celebrated afterwards, singing and drinking around a bonfire made of Jewish corpses. 76 Some perpetrators combined the elements of a picnic, including alcohol consumption, with a hunt in which the Jews became the prey. A Jewish survivor remembers being tasked, along with many other Jews, to flush rabbits from the underbrush for a senior German official, his staff, and their wives and girlfriends. He reported: "They were all drunk, lying around their seats in the carriage hugging and shouting, their peals of laughter echoing in the distance. . . . One of the drunken officers aimed his hunting rifle and started shooting at Jews, to the raucous pleasure of his staff. The bullets struck some [Jews] who collapsed in pools of blood." 77 In another example, in November 1941 a group of intended victims was brought into the Ponary Forest and released in a staged hunt. In a similar incident in August 1942, twenty "Jews and Soviets" were pursued through the forest by a group of "laughing" auxiliaries. 78 These murderous games reflected in a very concrete sense the success of Nazi ideology in characterizing both Jews and Slavs as sub-human-that is, as animals who could be hunted. Likewise, the killers' desire to take "trophies" reflected their sense of pride in their actions.
Celebrating Round Numbers
In another form of murder for sport, some perpetrators competed against one another for the highest murder totals in "shooting contests." A former policeman with PB 9 testified: "Several [men] kept exact count of the number of people they had shot. They also bragged amongst themselves about the numbers." 79 For the men of PB 61, the glorification of the act of murder found its expression in the hundreds of notches carved in groups of five on the door of the Kneipe, which, as we have seen, had become the gathering point for celebrating mass executions with "drinking orgies" (Sauforgien). 80 Sexual Violence and Alcohol Drinking played a role in acts of sexual violence as well. 84 Recent research on sexual violence against women, especially Jewish women, during World War II clearly reveals that sexual predation by German forces in the occupied Eastern territories was widespread. 85 Under the Nazi regime, "race defilement" (Rassenschande) was punishable by imprisonment or death, and numerous cases were prosecuted in the "Old Reich." 86 In the East, far away from the SS leadership in Berlin, these prohibitions were widely ignored; acts of sexual violence by SS and police forces were commonplace, and the abuse of alcohol was often a key contributing factor. 87 Acts of rape were committed not only by SS and police murder squads, but also in many cases by drunken SS personnel in the concentration camps and ghettos of the East. 88 Alcohol-fueled sexual predation ranged from voyeurism to rape and murder. The widespread practice of making women undress before they were executed served not only to facilitate the plunder of their clothing and a search for valuables, but also to humiliate them sexually and to arouse the perpetrators. A participant in a massacre of Jews in Odessa remarked that the SD men involved were "so drunk that they could barely conduct their duties." He continued: "Finally the victims had to undress at the orders of the SD [Security Service]. This was demanded above all of the women. . . . The victims then had to pass through a gauntlet of SD men whereby primarily the women were beaten with dog whips." 89 In another case, intoxicated Security
Policemen in German-occupied West Galicia forced two Jewish girls to pull down their pants before they shot them. 90 In some cases, SS-men or policemen selected attractive young girls during the killing operations and placed them in sexual bondage. The girls were forced to exchange sexual favors for a temporary reprieve. The arrangement might last for as little as a day or two, or for as long as several weeks, completely at the discretion of the perpetrator. 91 One Ukrainian woman remembered that in her village the Germans had spared a number of beautiful Jewish girls to serve as concubines, but that "when the girls got pregnant, they were killed." 92 Similarly, a Wehrmacht sergeant, Erich
Aichinger, took on at least two Jewish "girlfriends" during his time in Slonim. The girls lived with him in his room, and at least one of them routinely served alcohol at gatherings of local Nazi officials. Despite his relationship with the women, Aichinger watched as one of his "girlfriends" and her mother were killed during the liquidation of the local ghetto. In order to be able to watch the execution, Aichinger drank heavily and allegedly drank so much at the massacre site that he was warned to stop. 93 The actions of members of Einsatzgruppe D reveal a similar pattern of combining alcohol with sexual coercion: the unit's members formed a "theater group" composed of attractive Russian women who were forced to put on a show. Following the performance, the assembled SS-men "danced" and "drank" with the women before reaching an "arrangement" with them. 94 The arrangement almost certainly involved sex in exchange for the promise of better rations. Such behavior was not limited to the SS. A Wehrmacht soldier wrote in his journal: "We sang over claret and liqueurs, vodka and rum, plunged into intoxication liked doomed men, talked drunkenly about sex . . . made a Russian woman prisoner dance naked for us, greased her tits with boot polish, got her as drunk as we were." 95 Similarly, members of Einsatzgruppe D forced attractive Jewish women to perform chores in the nude and to bathe naked in front of them. Not surprisingly, rumors circulated that these men were sexually assaulting their female prisoners after their nightly card games and heavy drinking. 96 This last example raises another issue related to drinking for SS and police forces: gambling. "Drinking binges" (Sauftage) were often associated with gambling, and in most cases the games involved money and valuables plundered from victims of mass murder. 97 Just as the prohibitions against "race defilement" were widely ignored in the East, so, too were those concerning the distribution of the victims' property.
Conclusion
One of the many tragic ironies involving the Third Reich is that, while alcoholics "were brutally persecuted . . . by welfare authorities, municipal authorities, the police, and the legal system as part of the work-shy and immoral sub-class of 'asocials,' " SS and police forces operating in the occupied territories abused alcohol on a tremendous scale. They did so in ways that not only supported mass murder, but also transgressed against the fundamental "values" of Nazi racial ideology and the "virtues" of Himmler's black corps. 98 By spring 1942, as Germans faced increased rationing and a scarcity of luxury items such as alcohol and tobacco, the murderers and their helpers in the East had easy access to these items as they robbed, abused, raped, and murdered their victims. 99 Some of Himmler's "political soldiers" used alcohol as intended-that is, as a means for social bonding. The men of PB 322, after assisting with the liquidation of the Białystok Ghetto in July 1941, relaxed on the evening of July 12 with two kegs of beer. The unit's diarist describes the gathering as a "cozy get-together" (gemütliches Beisammensein). 100 It may have been the first, but it was not the last time, that these men would celebrate mass murder with a beer party. 101 Similarly, Johann Kremer, an SS doctor at Auschwitz-Birkenau, began a one-paragraph diary entry of November 8, 1942 with a description of his participation in his twelfth and thirteenth Sonderaktionen (mass gassings) and ended it with the remark about a "cozy evening company" that included "Bulgarian red wine and Croatian plum brandy." 102 For these men, alcohol was the reward for a day's work in support of the Third Reich's genocide of the Jews. For others among the ranks of the SS and police and the Wehrmacht, the role of alcohol was less clear. In many cases, alcohol became a means of escape or of dealing with the psychological consequences of their horrific daily duties. One member of Einsatzgruppe A testified after the war that some men "could not cope with the demands made on them"; many of these "abandoned themselves to alcohol." 103 In one respect, the abuse of alcohol and the resulting crimes, whether committed at the front or in the camps, were in part a natural manifestation of the Nazi regime's abandonment of traditional social mores and legal protections in regard to its putative enemies. Abuse of alcohol may not have been necessary to the conduct of atrocity, but for the perpetrators it served multiple functions, from steadying the nerves to lowering inhibitions or exaggerating existing prejudices. As such it facilitated physical abuse, sexual transgression, and mass murder.
It is clear that alcohol was an important and abundant element in the prosecution of genocide-whether taken in shots from a table laden with smoked sausage and vodka, or swilled from the bottle at the edge of a ditch. Individual perpetrators used alcohol in a variety of ways during the conduct of murder. For his part, Himmler envisioned a world in which mass murderers could remain "decent" men who killed out of a sense of "duty" and "necessity" rather than out of bloodlust. 104 Although intoxication was not a prerequisite for murder, and there were certainly enough stone-cold sober killers to do the job, the use and abuse of alcohol by the perpetrators offers further insight into the ways in which German forces and their auxiliaries prepared, carried out, and celebrated mass murder. Paradoxically, Nazi health officials' campaign linking alcohol with "degeneracy" hit the mark but missed the target, for it was not the "shiftless, out of work drunkard" within Germany who ultimately proved the assertion, but rather the "political soldiers" of the Third Reich in the occupied East. 105 The SS-man celebrating his one-thousandth killing was not simply intoxicated at the party afterwards, but in a real sense drunk with the act of murder itself. 
Notes
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